
1  

1 

 

Presidentôs Message:  I encourage you to 
read both the CMDTRA and BHRR articles 
from two of our long-time members.  The arti-
cle by Larry Loomer highlights one of many opportu-
nities available to you as a Ham radio operator.  Alt-
hough this event isnôt a óLARK-supported-eventô, 
LARK members volunteer for it, which brings up a 
point Iôve been making all year.  The training you get 
by working with experienced LARK radio operators 
gives you the confidence and freedom to contribute 

in many avenues, independent from LARK.  Volun-
teering for our events, you get the help you 
need to become a competent operator.  
Events sponsored by other organizations may not 
have Hams available to guide you, like we do. Mark 
Walshôs piece gives you an over-view of the BHRR.  
Although every event is unique, you will gain an un-

derstanding of bike rides/races in general. Active 
involvement in events isnôt just about how 
you help us, itôs also about how we help you.  
We train. For experienced members, you stay 
sharp, and can mentor the next generation. 

And speaking of training é the SEMS 2-hour class 
held in August was a perfect example of the commit-
ment our members have to continuous improve-

ment. It was a great success. Special thanks to 
Ed Diemer who had the inspiration for this 
training, and did the work to make it happen. 
Grateful appreciation also to Bernie Bern-
stein who coordinated lunch.  And thanks to all 
who attended, you are now further along the path of 
becoming  the best you can be as:  HAM radio oper-
ators,  potential first-responders, and caring mem-

bers of our communities.   Stay involved, togeth-
er we make a great team, and each person 

matters.     George Moorehead KG6WIU   
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EVERYONE WELCOME 

 

Labor Day- 3        
recognizes the      

Labor Movement in 

America.  A paid  

holiday for many, itôs 

celebrated with family gatherings, 

parades, and rest. 

International 

Peace Day-21  
Created by the U.N. 

in 1982; its purpose 

to inspire world leaders  to promote 

peace.  Concerts and fundraisers are 

held. 

Autumn Equinox

- 23  The Earth does 

not lean toward or 

away from the Sun.  

Every area of the Earth gets close to 

12 hours of day and 12 hours of 

night. 
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Class Follow-up:  Those who attended the class should take the FEMA IS-700.B multiple 

choice test online at https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-700.b in order to 

get credit for the IS 700 part of the class. If you do not have a FEMA Student ID (SID), the website 

will direct you to get one before you can take the test. After you pass the test, keep a copy of the 

course certificate for your records. 

Next Step:  The August 18 class was an overall general introduction. The next step would be to 

consider FEMA online courses  http://training.fema.gov/IS/ to look at some of the individual topics 

in the introduction in more depth. We recommend that hams preparing to be responders at gov-

ernment agencies also take, at a minimum, three additional FEMA courses online. IS-100.C is an 

Introduction to the Incident Command System. IS-200.B is ICS for Single Resources and Initial Ac-

tion Incidents. ICS-800.C is an Introduction to the National Response Framework. Each of these 

still cover broad general areas. Most people could comfortably go through the course material 

and take the online test for one course in an evening. Although you could go faster, you likely will 

not retain as much of the material. 

Useful Courses beyond the Minimums:  There are FEMA courses that may be useful to you 

personally or to your family (rather than for an agency). They are worth taking. You may have a 

special interest in something you would like to help with in an emergency (e.g. animals in an 

emergency). If you aim to move toward more of a leadership position, you might consider the FE-

MA Leadership Development Series of IS-120, IS-230, IS-240, IS-241, IS-242, IS-244, and IS-288. 

Documentation:  The FEMA IS system provides two types of documentation of your progress. 

When you pass a course test, you are sent a course completion certificate. Also, the course com-

pletion info is placed in your transcript. When you think you are done taking courses for a while, 

you might request a transcript. It is a good idea to keep a copy of at least the transcript (and if 

you like, the course completion certificates) in a folder to show a local agency or an agency out-

side the local area what courses you have completed. Some agencies may keep a copy of your 

transcript in their documentation. If you only put your name on a transcript request, you will get a 

copy in a few days at your email address. If you add other places you want the transcript to go 

(e.g. a served agency), FEMA will mail them copies in addition to the one sent to you by email. 

Taking courses will expand your understanding and usefulness in an emergency. Completing 

courses, by themselves, will not guarantee that you are ready to handle an emergency communi-

cations role. Other training and experience will help to put it together. An agency may have addi-

tional requirements to meet if you want to be a volunteer for them.   

August SEMS Classðby Ed Diemer.  LARK sponsored a SEMS/NIMS/

ICS introduction class following the August 18 LARK meeting. The class 

was presented by Paul Hess, who is the Emergency Services Supervisor 

at the Alameda County Sheriffôs Office. Thirty seven people attended. 

https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-700.b
http://training.fema.gov/IS/
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EVENTS 

Cycling for Veterans   SAT. OCT. 6 

http://cycling4veterans.com.  Hosted by Veterans First Program at Las Positas College and 

the C4V volunteer group organizers. As a veterans and military supported event, C4V is 

leading the way in Northern California, and this year they are featuring three epic rides for 

30 miles, 55 miles and 115 miles!  Due to the routes, we have also enlisted the help of Stan-

islaus Amateur Radio Association.  Radio communications along the route should be an 

interesting challenge. Although its an all day event, positions requiring Ham Radio support 

are only active for a few hours.  ARC George Moorehead KG6WIU Sign up online here:    

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0844aead28a6fa7-cycling                                                                      

Alameda County Wheels for Meals Bike Event   SAT. OCT. 13.                          

Bicycle event consists of 3 routes, 65, 30, and 15 miles in the Livermore Wine Coun-

try.  www.wheelsformealsride.com.  ARC:   George Moorehead, KG6WIU . Sign Up online 

here:   http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0844aead28a6fa7-alameda                                                                           

Race to the Flagpole  SAT. NOV. 10.  Morning event includes a 5k run/walk, a 10k run, 

and a half-marathon.  All events start at Livermore's Independence Park and use the bike 

paths.  Event is HT compatible, and only one or two mobile rigs or pole mounted antennas 

are needed.  The Livermore-Granada High School Boosters Club sponsors this event to 

raise funds for athletic scholarships.  ARC: John Street WB6ETY. http://

www.livermoregranadaboosters.org/events.html .  

Sign Up online here:  http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0548aaa922a57-race   

Amateur Radio Contacts (ARC): George Moorehead KG6WIU 

kg6wiu1@comcast.net   John Street  WB6ETY wb6ety@sbcglobal.net 

These are the last 3 events in 2018  for you to use 

your gear, so get right on it -and have fun!  

Thoughts from a Genius é  
 

ñThere are Three Types of People: 
   
§ Those Who See,  
§ Those Who See When Shown, 
§ Those Who Do Not See.ò 
 
                     Leonardo DaVinci 

DaVinci is widely considered one of the 

most diversely talented individuals ever 

to have lived. According to art histori-

an Helen Gardner, the scope and depth 

of his interests were without precedent 

in recorded history, and "his mind and 

personality seem to us superhuman, 

while the man himself mysterious and 

remote".  Wikipedia 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AlamedaCountyMealson/b3729b2ff4/TEST/243568b888
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0844aead28a6fa7-alameda
http://www.livermoregranadaboosters.org/events.html
http://www.livermoregranadaboosters.org/events.html
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0548aaa922a57-race
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helen_Gardner_(art_historian)
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The Pacificon 2018 Team has 
been working tirelessly to 
bring you the very best Pacif-
icon that we can.  At the San 
Ramon Marriott  in San Ra-
mon, California. MDARC will 
provide you with some of the 
finest forum speakers and 
demonstrations of amateur 
radio gear and technolo-
gy.  This is the premier Ama-
teur Radio Convention event 
in Northern CA.  All who are in-

terested in expanding their knowledge in any area of amateur 
radio wonôt want to miss out!  Pacificon 2018 is the place you 
have to go.  The 2018 yearôs theme: ñSounds Like Funò. 

 Register by September 4th to be entered in an Early-Bird drawing!  
On-line registration ends Oct. 7th. ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦǇŀŎƛŬŎƻƴΦƻǊƎ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Pacificon 2018ðOct. 19-21 

 

Pacificon gives you three great days of activities for one low cost: A full 

slate of outstanding Forum presentations about a wide range of amateur 

radio topics; a large Vendor Expo filled with exciting products and exhib-

its; an outdoor Swap Meet; QRP activities;  Youth Activities; electronics kit 

building and soldering classes; a One Day License Prep Class to prepare 

you to pass the amateur radio Technician license examination and get 

your first amateur radio license; a Special Events Station where you can 

operate and contact other hams worldwide, even if you donôt have a Gen-

eral or Extra Class license; a wonderful Banquet; our annual Wouff Hong 

Initiation ceremony; a chance to hear about and discuss important nation-

al amateur radio issues with top ARRL leaders, a chance to win radios and 

other great prizes throughout the convention, and perhaps the best part ï

 a chance to interact and share information with lots of other amateur radio 

enthusiasts to further (or begin) your own knowledge and to advance the 

hobby.  

http://www.mdarc.org/
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Scouts JOTA 2018-Oct. 20-21 (at Pacificon) 

October 20-21 2018 the Boy Scouts Jambo-

ree on the Air (JOTA) is the largest Scouting 

event in the world.  It uses amateur radio to link 

Scouts and hams around the world. Contact your 

local Scout council to help, or just make QSOs with 

the JOTA stations that will be on the air.  

HAM Breakfast Wed. Sept. 19- 9AM   Emil Villaôs                               

3064   Pacific Ave. Livermore. EVERYONE  WELCOME                                            

Sign up to Volunteer at Pacificon 2018 

No not that one, the one you take 

to ham events.  I only want pho-

tos from the people who volun-

teer at events.  Why?  Read Red 

Star Caption on page 14.   

One of the fastest sports cars in the world, the McLaren F1:   

240 mph (386 km/h), 0-60 in 3.2 secs. BMW S70/2 60 Degree V12 Engine with 627 hp, base 

price is $970,000. The fastest car in the 20th century with doors that looks like bat wings. 

Maybe Batman needs to order one and paint it black. source:                                          

http://www.thesupercars.org/fastest-cars/fastest-cars-in-the-world-top-10-list/ 

Send Lark News a picture of your car!  

LARK is staffing a club booth to meet, greet and 
signup new hams for the Club, and provide infor-
mation on LARK events and activities. We need 
volunteers, so please sign up at SignUpGenius: 
https://goo.gl/92494m.  For more information, 
contact David Fannin, KK6DF <kk6df@arrl.net>.  
 

LARK is also running the Sunday Swap Meet at 
Pacificon, and needs volunteers. For information, 
contact Roger Deming, KJ6WSO, 
<kj6wso@arrl.net>. 

http://www.thesupercars.org/mclaren/mclaren-f1/
https://goo.gl/92494m
mailto:kk6df@arrl.net
mailto:kj6wso@arrl.net
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AUGUST 2018 Meeting Minutes 

 
Meeting called to order by George KG6WIU on 8/18/2018 at 9:30am.  Self-
introductions: 6 visitors, 60 members were present.  A presentation was given 
by Jeff, AB6MB on Remote HF Operating.  There were no corrections to the 
minutes of our previous meeting. Moved, seconded, and approved. 
 
Officersô Reports: 
 

Treasurer ï Bernie, NJ6W reported the club finances are all good. Details are availa-
ble for club members. 

 

Activities ï Ian, W6TCP reported on presentations lined up for upcoming meetings.  

September ï WSPR mode 
October ï No meeting due to Pacificon, the campout, and the two public ser-
vice events we are doing 

November ï Solar power 
December ï Annual gift exchange 

 

Membership ï Jeff, KG6JHQ reported that thanks to a fine job as VE liaison by Ron, 
AD6KV, and the club VEôs, we are now over 200 members strong!  

 

Events ï George, KG6WIU reported that we still need volunteers for upcoming 
events: October 6

th
 ï Cycling 4 Veterans, October 13

th
 ï Wheels for Meals, October 19-

21 Pacificon. The club campout is also in October from the 24
th

-28
th
. Ron, AD6KV re-

ported that the Airport Open House and Airshow will be at the Livermore Airport on 
October 6

th
. Dave, KK6DF and Roger, KJ6WSO reported on our participation at Pacifi-

con ïWe are helping with the antenna forum on Friday, the swap meet on Sunday, and 
will have a table that needs to be staffed throughout the event. We will need volunteers 
to ensure that have adequate coverage. 

 

Technical committees ï Ron, AD6KV reported that the meetups every Tuesday night 
at Robot Gardens are going well, and that the WiFi Meshnet project is coming along 
well with several hams setting up stations at their QTHôs. 

 

Repeater ï Paul, NK8F reported that he has been monitoring the Pleasanton voter and 
did not hear anything. The issues are still being addressed. 

 

Refreshment committee ï Assistance is still needed to help ensure that we are well 
caffeinated and have donuts/cakes for our meetings. Any assistance is greatly appreci-
ated ï please contact Bernie, NJ6W if you can help out! 

 

VE Session ï Ron, AD6KV announced that there would be a VE session immediately 
following the meeting. 

 

SEMS Class ï It was announced that the SEMS class would immediately follow the VE 
session and lunch. 

 
There were no Klutz awards presented, and no new nominations. Meeting ad-
journed at 10:34am 
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Paul Hess  (L) 
presents a 
SEMS Class af-
ter the August 
LARK meeting. 

LARK Members 
attending the 
SEMS training. 

The mug presentation to the August 
LARK meeting speaker:  President 
George Moorehead KG6WIU, (L) 
thanks Jeff Jones, AB6MB, (R) fol-
lowing his presentation on "Remote 
HF Operating". Photo: Ed, AE6D 

August Meeting Moments 
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Remote Operating
How to have fun remote 

operating

¸ WAYS TO OPERATE REMOTE

¸ Echolink

¸ Remotehams

¸ Remote ham radio

¸ QSOnet

¸ Hamsphere

¸ DVAP Dongles

¸ ECHOLINK
¸ Free to use -Windows,Mac,Andriod,IOS

Remotehams.com

¸ Free: RemoteHams Windows Andriod

¸ Clubs and individuals install remote ham radio software on their 
stations.  /  Stations all over the world

¸ 100 watt, dipoles, some yagis /  SSB,CW,Digital available

¸ Generally free.   /  Over 100 radios to use

Power Point by Jeff Jones, AB6MB 
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Remotehamradio.com
Chrome web based GUI

¸ $100 or $1000 yearly

¸ By minute charge, 9 cents up to 69 cents

¸ $100 yearly you get very good stations

¸ $1000 you get some world class stations

¸ SSB,CW,Digital available

¸ Can reserve stations for contesting

¸ TOP TIER STATION EXAMPLE

¸ This station has 120' of rotating Rohn 55 tower 
with a monster triple stack of 16 element GXP 
tri -banders at 112'/84'/56' and a huge 3 element 
GXP 40m yagi at 123'.

¸ This station also has a brand new Expert 1.3K 
Amplifier that can produce full legal limit. This 
station will cover 10m, 15m, 20m and 40m.

¸ 10m - 8/8/8            15m - 4/4/4

¸ 20m - 4/4/4             40m - 3 elements

¸ LOWER TIER STATION 
EXAMPLE

¸ Elecraft K3 & 500w Amplifier

¸ 6m ï6 Element HyGain

¸ 10m ï2 Element Force 12 Yagi

¸ 12m ï2 Element Force 12 Yagi

¸ 15m ï2 Element Force 12 Yagi

¸ 17m ï2 Element Force 12 Yagi

¸ 20m ï2 Element Force 12 Yagi

¸ 30m ïHigh Dipole

¸ 40m ïHigh Dipole

¸ 80m ï1/4 Wave Full Size Vertical

¸ 160m ïInverted L
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UHF/VHF Hotspots

MMDVM  with Raspberry Pi assembled $109 
use Pistar

¸ COMPUTER DONGLES ThumbDV $99.95 BlueDV by PA7LIM

¸ DVdongle $199.95 uses DVtool

DV4mini dongle Hotspot $149 uses DV4MF2 
control panel

DVMega UHF DVMega/Pi3 Kit Assembled $239 
Pistar

¸ QSOnet Paid: 
$39 a year ï
Windows only

¸ HAMSPHERE  $45 or more 
per year Andriod,IOS , PC

¸ Can spend more on 
upgrades

¸ Simulates various 
atmospheric conditions
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2018 Patterson Pass Road Race Report                                                                            

by George Moorehead KG6WIU 

The Patterson Pass Road Race was held on Saturday, August 4th, 2018 in the hills East of 
Livermore. The heats/races covered many miles which stretched over different elevations.  
When you combine the length of the course, the winding narrow road with numerous hair-
pin turns, the heat, and sharing the road with motor traffic, this is a challenging race.   

All racers started at Patterson Pass & Midway 
Roads and finished on Midway Road.  We had 
a total of 172 racers, supported by 19 LARK 
hams.  As usual, we did a very professional 
job.  All major areas and intersections of con-
cern for the race were safely covered for the 
entire event.   From the Race Director  Robert 
ñFirst off you guys were great out there today. 
We really appreciate your supportò.  

Net Control (NC) was located at the Start Reg-
istration area which was directly across the 
street from a power plant.  The road is narrow, 
and the roadside strip where we set up was 
not super wide either, so racers passed within 
6 feet of NC.  Itôs important to stay alert; when  
cyclists pass, they  go very fast and appear 
suddenly.  You canôt see them coming with 
any lead time, since the corner they turn be-
fore they are upon us, is visually obstructed 
by trees.  We had groups of racers speeding 
past throughout the event.  You had to stay 
out of the street. 

There were two minor medical incidents, and 
the EMTs went out for one of the riders.  We 
also experienced a very angry driver who as-
saulted a race monitor at one of the intersec-
tions.  Witnesses present took down the driv-
erôs license plate number and the situation 
was turned over to the California Highway Pa-
trol for further action.  

A big thank you to all the  LARK ham vol-
unteers for helping today.  It was LARKôs 
first time working this event.  Present were:  Roger KJ6WSO, Jeana KK6KZT, Da-
vid KG6WIR, Bernie NJ6W, Roger N6GRF, Darrel K6DRL, Clancy N6FQQ, Owen N3WO, 
Jeff AD6RH, Jim KG6RZQ, Chris KE6RWH, Emma KM6TMU, Rodney KC5A, Mike KM6DXK, 
Keith KC6JHF, Peter AI6RG, Roberto AJ6CY, Mike KJ6KDJ.    

Special thanks to David Fannin KK6DF for lending us his excellent Go-Box 
for Net Control, it worked flawlessly.  As always, thanks for everyoneôs cooperation 
with the last minute assignment changes and your help for this worthwhile public event.  
The P.P.R.R. course, although quick, is not easy for the racers, they benefit from the add-
ed safety which ham radio provides.  

 

 

N.C. was located just  beyond these trees. 

Roger KJ6WSO, Jeana KK6KZT & George 

KG6WIU served at Net Control. Red Com-

memorative T-shirts will be given to volun-

teers at the Sept. general meeting. 


